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Industry Outlook 

Record-High Global Demand 

CAE’s Aviation Talent Forecast 2025 highlights a historic surge in global air travel 
during 2024. 

• Traffic Growth: Full-year air traffic, measured in revenue passenger 
kilometres (RPKs), increased 10.4% compared to 2023 and exceeded 
2019 pre-pandemic levels by 3.8%. 

• Capacity Expansion: Available seat kilometres (ASKs) grew by 8.7% year-
over-year. 

• Domestic vs. International: Domestic travel demand is now 10% above 
2019, while international travel remains approximately 1% below pre-
pandemic levels. 

Regional Outlook 

Global aviation markets continue to expand, with mature markets showing 
steady resilience and Asia-Pacific emerging as a primary growth engine. Drivers 
include: 

• Strong economic growth across the region 
• Expansion of the middle class 
• Rising disposable incomes 

India, China, and Southeast Asia are at the forefront of this growth, supported 
by significant infrastructure investments designed to meet rising passenger 
demand and sustain long-term development. 
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How To Become an Airline Pilot 
 

To command an aircraft over 5,700 kg (almost all airliners), you must hold an Air 
Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL). All major airlines require their first officers to 
have at least completed the ATPL theory exam alongside a Commercial Pilot 
Licence (CPL) with a Multi-Engine Instrument Rating (IR-MEA). Pilots are 
awarded their ATPL upon passing the required flight test and accumulating 
1,500 flight hours. 

The Swinburne Bachelor of Aviation course includes the ATPL Theory. 

 

  
Entry Level 

Qualification

• Commercial Pilot Licence
• Multi-Engine Instrument Rating
• ATPL Theory
• Multi-Crew Cooperation (MCC) Training

Hour Building

• Flight Instructor
• Charter Pilot
• Aerial Application
• Scenic Flights
• Regional Commuter Airlines

Airline Flying

• Second Officer
• First Officer
• Captain
• Training Captain
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General Aviation

(Entry Level)
• Flight Instructor, Charter Pilot,

Scenic Flights, Air Tours:
• $58,600 to $78,000

Regional Airlines
• First Officer: ~$85,000
• Captain: ~$120,000

Major Airlines
• Second Officer: ~$95,000
• First Officer: ~$150,000
• Captain: ~$250,000
• Training Captain: ~$380,000

Earning Potential 

 

  

NOTE: Earnings after completing this program may vary depending on factors such as location, experience, career path, and 
industry demand. Some roles may require additional certifications or flight hours to qualify for higher salaries. There is no guarantee 
of a specific income or job placement after graduation. Individual circumstances may affect employment opportunities and salary 
potential. Prospective students should research career options and industry trends before making decisions. 
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Types of Pilot Licences 
 

There are many steps from becoming a flying student to an airline captain. First, 
you must be over 15 years old to fly solo and at least 16 to get your first licence. 
You must also meet requirements for: educational, language, medical, security 
and time requirements. To become a commercial pilot, you must: be in good 
health, have good eyesight and hearing and have proficient English. 

 

Recreational Pilot Licence

(RPL)

Private Pilot Licence

(PPL)

Commercial Pilot Licence

(CPL)

Air Transport Pilot Licence

(ATPL)
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Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) 

 

If you would like to fly an aircraft for work, you need a commercial pilot licence 
(CPL). A CPL lets you fly for private and commercial operations. If you want to 
become a professional pilot and fly for a career, you must hold a Commercial 
Pilot Licence (CPL). Most aviation career paths will also require you to fly multi-
engine aircraft and be able to fly under Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) conditions.  

 

Minimum hours for an aeroplane CPL: 

Experience 
Hours for an 
integrated 
course 

Hours for a non-
integrated 
course 

Conditions 

Aeronautical 
experience 

150 200 Up to 10 hours can be in 
a flight simulator. 

Flight time as a pilot 140 190 - 

Pilot in command 70 100 - 

Pilot in command 
cross-country 

20 20 Must be in an aeroplane 
and include a flight of at 
least 300 NM with a 
full-stop landing at 2 
aerodromes outside the 
flight training area. 

Dual instrument 
time 

10 10 - 

Dual instrument 
flight time 

5 5 Must be in an 
aeroplane. 



2026 Career Partitioner’s Handbook 
Bachelor of Aviation 

CAE Melbourne Flight Training in conjunction with 
Swinburne University of Technology 

9 
 

Air Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) 

 

You must have an ATPL if you want to be a captain for commercial airlines. If 
you want to be the pilot in command of a multi-crew aircraft in an air transport 
operation, then you need to have an ATPL. You also need to have an ATPL if 
you want to be a relief pilot in command during cruise in extended duration air 
transport operations. 

 

Minimum hours for an aeroplane ATPL: 

Experience Hours Conditions 

Aeronautical experience 1500 Up to 100 hours can be in a flight 
simulation training device (FSTD), 
including up to 25 hours in an 
FSTD that is not a flight simulator. 
Up to 5 of those hours can be 
tethered flight time. 

Flight time as a pilot 1400 At least 750 hours must be in 
aeroplane 

Pilot in command (PIC) or pilot in 
command under supervision 
(PICUS) flight time 

500 Hours must be in an aeroplane 

Cross-country flight time 200 Must be in aeroplane 

Cross-country flight time as PIC or 
PICUS 

100 Must be in aeroplane 

Flight time at night other than dual 100 Must be in aeroplane  

Instrument time 75 N/A 

Instrument flight time 45 Must be in aeroplane 
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Swinburne Bachelor of Aviation 
in conjunction with CAE Melbourne 
Flight Training 
 

The CAE Melbourne CPL/IR-MEA training program is delivered in partnership 
with Swinburne University of Technology. This ongoing collaborative training 
partnership has resulted in 30 years’ experience successfully delivering Airline 
Pilot Training. 

The designed course provides all the essential airline entry qualifications, 
including CPL/IR-MEA, along with a structured pathway into the aviation 
industry through FIR. All training programs are designed and updated in 
consultation with a panel of industry experts to ensure relevant and work-ready 
outcomes are achieved. 

From day one, students receive airline-focused and dedicated training, ensuring 
they are fully prepared for their careers. A professional mentoring program, led 
by experienced airline captains, offers ongoing supervision and guidance 
throughout the course. Additionally, students undergo a Pilot Aptitude Screen 
Test to assess and refine their skills.  

With a secure and proven fast-tracked pathway, 
this program is designed to launch aspiring pilots 
into successful airline careers efficiently and 
effectively. 
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Entry Requirements 
 

Academic Subject requirements (For BA-AV): 

• Minimum pass in Year 12 English and, 
• General Math and,  
• Physics (optional). 

Industry Prerequisites (For CPL): 

• Pilot Aptitude Test (PAT) and*,  
• Must pass a Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) Class 1 Medical 

Examination* (conducted by a CASA-approved medical examiner) and, 
• Must meet CASA’s Aviation English Language Proficiency standards and, 
• Security Clearance - The ability to hold an Aviation Security Identification 

Card (ASIC)* this is a mandatory ID for individuals requiring unescorted 
access to secure areas of Australian airports. 

Airline Prerequisites (QantasLink as of 03/Feb/2025): 
• A minimum of 500 hours total flight time in an aeroplane, 
• An Australian Air Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL (A)) or Australian 

Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL (A)) with passes in all Australian ATPL 
Theory subjects*, 

• Hold endorsements for Instrument Approach 2D and 3D on an Australian 
Instrument Rating - Multi Engine Aeroplane*, 

• A Level 6 English Language Proficiency on your Licence, 
• A current CASA Class 1 Aviation Medical Certificate*, 
• The ability to pass a Drug and Alcohol Test*, 
• The ability to pass a Qantas pre-employment medical and, 
• The ability to hold an Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC)*, 
• A current passport with unrestricted access to all Qantas ports of call, 
• The right to work in Australia / New Zealand without restriction or 

sponsorship. 

Items marked with * are included in the Swinburne BA-AV program. 
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Bachelor of Aviation 
Graduate Certificate of Aviation (Piloting) 

 

Integrated Commercial Pilot Licence 

Investment in the knowledge, skills and expertise to diversify your career 
pathway within an airline. Including: airline fleet management, operations 
management and type rating checking and training.  

The Swinburne Bachelor of Aviation and Graduate Certificate of Aviation 
(Piloting) is a combined university degree with a CASA-approved Integrated 
Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL). Practical pilot training, including the Private 
Pilot Licence (PPL), is integrated into the Graduate Certificate, providing both 
academic and flight qualifications for a career in aviation. 

 

  

- Aviation Legal and Regulatory 
Framework 

- Airline Business Strategy 

- Airline Operations Management 

- Aviation Safety and Risk 
Management 

- CASA Licencing theory 

- Private Pilot Licence 

- Multi-Engine Class Rating 

- Instrument Rating 

- Commercial Pilot Licence 

- Flight Instructor Rating or  

- Multi-Crew Cooperation Course 

Bachelor of Aviation 

CASA Licencing *(AVT) 

Graduate Certificate in Piloting  

CASA Licencing *(AVF) 
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Course Structure 
 

In the first year, students will spend 3 days per week at CAE Melbourne Flight 
Training at Moorabbin Airport, focusing on theory and practical flight training, 
and 2 days per week at Swinburne University’s Hawthorn campus for academic 
units.  

In the second year, the schedule remains similar with 3 days per week dedicated 
to flight training at CAE Melbourne and 2 days at Swinburne University for 
academic work.  

In the third year, which is the final year, the balance shifts, with 2 days per week 
at CAE Melbourne for continued theory and practical training, while 3 days per 
week are spent at Swinburne University for academic studies. 
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First Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Year  

53.5 hours

Private Pilot Licence (PPL)
Elementary pilot training & Navigation

74.3 hours

Pilot in Command (PIC),

Night Training & UPRT

Multi-Engine Aircraft Class Rating 
(MEA) & Instrument Rating (IR-MEA)

Theory and Practical Training 190.0 hours

Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL)

Theory and Practical Training
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Third Year 

 

In the third year, students can choose between two elective pathways: the 
Multi-Crew Cooperation and Jet Orientation Course or the Flight Instructor 
Rating, alongside the Australian Air Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) Theory. 

To command an aircraft over 5,700kg—a weight exceeded by almost all 
airliners—pilots must hold an Air Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL). The ATPL 
theory, comprising seven subjects, is included in the Swinburne Bachelor of 
Aviation programme.  

All major airlines require their first officers to have at least completed the ATPL 
theory exam alongside a Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) with a Multi-Engine 
Instrument Rating (IR-MEA). Pilots are awarded their ATPL upon passing the 
required flight test and accumulating 1,500 flight hours. 

 

  

Course Total: 236 hours

Flight Instructor Rating (FIR)

Course Total: 226 hours

Multi-Crew Cooperation (MCC)
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Career Pathway  
with CAE Melbourne Flight Training 

 

The aviation industry, particularly CAE Melbourne Flight Training, continues to 
recruit flight instructors to meet growing demands. CAE Melbourne needs a 
steady pipeline of instructors to fulfill Airline and University contract 
requirements. 

As of 2025, most airlines, including Qantas, QantasLink, Jetstar, and Virgin 
Australia, require pilots to have between 500 and 1,500 flight hours to be 
eligible for entry. 

  
Grade 3 Flight Instructor (Junior) Grade 3 (Junior) to Grade 3 (Senior)

Grade 3 (Senior) to Grade 2
Grade 2 to Grade 2 Aerobatics/Multi-

Engine Aircraft/Instrument Rating 
Training Endorsement

Grade 2 to Grade 2 Instrument 
Rating/Multi-Engine Aircraft Training 

Endorsement
Grade 2 to Grade 1

Grade 1 to Grade 1 Flight Instructor 
Rating/Multi-Engine Aircraft 

Instructor Training Endorsement
Grade 1 to Grade 1 Flight Examiner



2026 Career Partitioner’s Handbook 
Bachelor of Aviation 

CAE Melbourne Flight Training in conjunction with 
Swinburne University of Technology 

17 
 

Course Fees and HELP Loan 

All prices are current for 2026, prices are subjected to a small yearly increase. 

  

BA-AV: $28,611 
(HECS-HELP) 

BB-AVBUS3: $53,868 
(HECS-HELP) 

BA-AVMGT: $28,611 
(HECS-HELP) 

GC-AVPIL (Flying Training:  FEE-HELP practicum fees): 
• PPL, CPL (Core): $108,862 

o MCC (Elective): $12,065 or 
o FIR (Elective): $30,096 

Total Course Fee: 
• BA-AV+GC-AVPIL (PPL, CPL, MCC): $149,538 
• BA-AV+GC-AVPIL (PPL, CPL, FIR): $167,569 
• BB-AVBUS3+GC-AVPIL (PPL, CPL, MCC): $174,795 
• BB-AVBUS3+GC-AVPIL (PPL, CPL, FIR): $192,826 

Additional Costs: 
Over 3 years for flying equipment, uniforms, aviation theory textbooks, CASA 
aviation medical, ASIC, technical and operational documents are 
approximately $6,800. 

Total combined HECS HELP limit for 2026: $186,544 
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CAE Melbourne Flight Training 

 

CAE Global 

CAE Inc. (formerly known as Canadian Aviation Electronics) is a leading 
Canadian manufacturer specialising in simulation and modelling technologies, as 
well as training services for airlines, aircraft manufacturers, and defence clients.  

Founded in 1947, CAE operates manufacturing facilities and training centres 
across 35 countries. With 50 aviation training centres worldwide, the company 
provides both airline and business jet pilot training.  

As the largest ab initio flight training network, CAE boasts a fleet of over 220 
aircraft and 7 campuses worldwide, including CAE Melbourne Flight Training. 

The civil aviation training market is dominated by a few global players, with CAE 
Inc., Boeing, and Airbus leading through extensive training solutions and 
networks. The simulator segment is highly concentrated, with CAE Inc. in a 
dominant position. Training at CAE Melbourne makes it highly likely you will 
spend your career within CAE’s ecosystem. 
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CAE Melbourne Flight Training 

CAE Melbourne Flight Training was originally established in 1968 as General 
Flying Services, later acquired by Canadian Aviation Electronics Ltd (CAE) in 
2011, with CAE becoming a joint venture shareholder in 2014.  

With over 55 years of flight training experience and more than 30 years of 
delivering airline pilot cadet training, CAE Melbourne combines a rich heritage 
with proven expertise.  

Today, it is a registered training organisation (RTO) and a Commonwealth 
Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS) provider, 
offering comprehensive training to both domestic and international students. 
CRICOS Provider Code: 04415M, RTO Code: 46506. 

 

 

Our Training Team 

  51 Flight Instructors in 

CAE Melbourne Flight Training

• 16 Grade One
• 12 Grade Two
• 11 Grade Three

8 Flight Examiners in

CAE Melbourne Flight Training

• 4 CASA Mentor Examiners
• 4 Flight Examiners
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Our Facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Purpose Built                     
Flight Training 

Academy 

Operations area with 
direct airside access 

to aircraft 

7 Lecture Rooms &       
8 Briefing Rooms 

Student flight 
planning areas & 
common rooms 

30 km from 
Melbourne CBD 
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A Well Maintained 39-Aircraft Fleet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cessna Skyhawk 

C172S 

28 in CAE Fleet 

Piper Seminole 

PA44 
7 in CAE Fleet 

American Champion 
Decathlon 8KCAB 
2 in CAE Fleet 

Beechcraft King Air 

C90 
2 in CAE Fleet 
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Flight Simulation Training Devices (FSTD) 

 

Flight simulation training plays a significant role in teaching today’s pilots. 
Facilitated by experienced CASA-approved training Pilots who draw on their 
extensive careers as CAE Melbourne endorsed Flight Instructors. Simulation 
allows students to refine their coordination skills, build confidence before 
transitioning to the actual aircraft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Single Engine - C172S 
with 180° Visual Projection System 

Multi-Engine – PA44 
with 180° Visual Projection System 

Reconfigurable Training Devices 
Multi-Purpose 

GenJet CRJ200 
Multi-Crew Cooperation (MCC) & Jet 

Orientation Course (JOC) 
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In-House Maintenance:  
Ensuring Unmatched Aircraft Availability 

 

Keeping our large fleet airborne requires the expertise of CAE Melbourne’s 
highly skilled and experienced maintenance team.  

Unlike other organisations that rely on outsourcing, CAE operates a fully 
dedicated in-house maintenance team, ensuring rapid turnaround times for all 
required servicing. This minimises aircraft downtime, keeping more aircraft 
available for scheduled training with minimal disruptions. 

With over 20 years of aircraft maintenance expertise, CAE’s team not only 
supports its own fleet but also provides trusted maintenance solutions to over 
30 third-party customers and flight training organisations.  

Wholly owned and operated by CAE Melbourne Flight Training, our 
maintenance division upholds the highest standards of reliability, efficiency, and 
service excellence. 
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Why CAE Melbourne Flight Training 
 

30 Years of Expertise:  

Benefit from our extensive 30-year track record in delivering top-notch airline 
pilot training, ensuring you receive the highest quality education and preparation 
for your aviation career. 

 
Airline-Focused Training:  

Experience airline-focused and dedicated training from day one, providing you 
with the skills and knowledge necessary to excel in the competitive aviation 
industry. 

 
Comprehensive Curriculum:  

Our course is the only one to include all airline prerequisite qualifications and 
career entry-level qualifications, giving students a distinct advantage as they 
embark on your journey to become a professional pilot. 

 

Choose CAE Melbourne Flight Training for a competitive edge in 
your aviation career. 
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Other Aviation Career Pathways 
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Next Steps 
 

Book a Trial Introductory Flight (TIF) 

Starting from $384 

The objective of the Trial Introductory Flight is to 
provide you with a foundational understanding of 
what flying a light aircraft feels like and to offer 
insight into the flight training process.  

The flight is conducted in accordance with the 
approved CASA flying syllabus. As such, it can be 
credited towards your flight training should you 
choose to pursue a Private Pilot Licence (PPL), or 
Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL).  

 

Contact Details 

Address: 60 Bundora Parade, Moorabbin Airport, VIC 3194, Australia  
Phone: 03 8587 3900  
Email: enquiries@caemft.com 
Website: https://caemft.com.au 
 
 
 
Stay connected with us by following our social media accounts for the latest 
event updates:  



One CAE.
Infinite
possibilities.

CAE AUSTRALIA FLIGHT TRAINING
Trading as: CAE Melbourne Flight Training (ABN: 24 004 716 929)
RTO No.: 46506, CRICOS Provider ID: 04415M 
Phone: +61 3 8587 3900 Email: enquiries@caemft.com
Address: 60 Bundora Parade, Moorabbin Airport, VIC 3194, Australia

caemft.com.au




